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OPEN CALL
ARTISTIC INTERVENTIONS 2022

2022 is the year of XXII Cerveira International Art Biennial. Between 16 July and 
31 December of 2022, Vila Nova de Cerveira will be the stage of this exhibition 
dedicated to contemporary artistic production, as well as other municipalities that 
host exhibition centres.

Born in 1978, by the hands of Jaime Isidoro (PT, 1924-2009) and a group of artists 
and intellectuals who believed in the (perhaps) utopia of cultural decentralization and 
in the creation of civic consciousness through the contact with artistic avant-garde, 
the Cerveira International Art Biennial (BIAC) is the country’s oldest structure of 
contemporary artistic creation and programme, the longest-running biennial of the 
Iberian Peninsula and one of the most prestigious at international level. It is also 
worth mentioning that Jaime Isidoro had already created the Alvarez Gallery in 1954, 
and in the post-April 25 period of 1974, he held the first International Art Meetings, 
a forerunner of the biennials, which followed on from a series of efforts to bring to 
Portugal the best and most daring examples of international production, at a time 
when the country was being silenced.

Since 1978, BIAC has asserted itself by its uniqueness and, namely, by being held in a 
geographical setting between Portugal and Galicia, at the gates of the Atlantic Ocean 
and always keeping an eye on the world, defying the preconceived idea of periphery 
which is countered by the beauty of the place. Also since 1978, BIAC has established 
itself as an international event, due to the large and regular presence of artists from 
the four corners of the world, not only through participation in exhibitions, but also 
through parallel activities, which include artistic interventions of various scopes and 
residency projects. Vila Nova de Cerveira is a place blessed with natural beauty, which 
makes the perfect framework for an event known as a meeting point between artists, 
intellectuals and the local communities, hence providing experiences and knowledge 
that have marked the many who, every two years, collaborate with the initiative.

In 2022, 44 years after the first day of utopia, we want to act and encourage Art 
and artists to think about the world and the global emergencies that affect all of 
us. “WE MUST TAKE ACTION!” This is the theme of the twenty-second edition, 
which aims to be an assertion of the role of art in changing the world. Besides 
the exhibitions in Vila Nova de Cerveira, there will be other exhibition centres in 
various cities of Minho and Galicia. There are partnerships with several international 
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institutions and a diversified artistic intervention plan, as well as a programme 
designed exclusively for the digital platform, thus maintaining a strategy already aligned 
in 2020. Helena Almeida (PT, 1934-2018) is the honoured artist, in a contest that has 
already featured the highest number of applications at international level ever (about 
740 applications from more than 50 countries), also including guest artists.

2022 is also the debut year for a woman, Helena Mendes Pereira (PT, 1985), as artistic 
director of the event, sharing functions with the director of the last three editions, 
António Cabral Pinto (PT, 1947), who will be stepping down from his role in August 2022, 
assuming the transition process for this new phase of rupture and action. 

As usual, the parallel programme to the exhibitions foresees, since the first edition, 
the hosting of a set of artistic interventions. In this sense, from March 25 until 
May 8 of 2022, applications are open for the artistic interventions integrated in 
the official programme of the XXII Cerveira International Art Biennial. National or 
international applications from individuals or groups of artists are eligible. In addition 
to supporting the production, dissemination and presentation of the projects, the 
Cerveira Art Biennial Foundation will provide food support and accommodation 
during the period of production and presentation. 

The applications will be selected by the artistic direction of the XXII Cerveira 
International Art Biennial (Helena Mendes Pereira and António Cabral Pinto) and by 
the guest curator, which is also a visual artist and teacher, Mafalda Santos. 

Priority is given to projects that dematerialise the work of art, that is, performance, 
happening and other artistic practices of an ephemeral nature and focused on action.

The artistic interventions will be scheduled by the Cerveira Art Biennial Foundation, 
between July 21 and September 25 of 2022, adjusting to the availability of candidates. 

Artistic interventions can be thought of in three formats:

1 - Site specific resulting from the Artist-in-residence process in any of the parishes 
of Vila Nova de Cerveira and not exclusively in the urban area;

2 - Artistic intervention, with pre-existing project, in one of the spaces of the 
Cerveira Cultural Forum and, in particular, in the context of the José Manuel 
Carpinteira Auditorium;

3 - Proposal for a workshop/atelier to be framed within the education and cultural 
mediation strategy of the XXII Cerveira International Art Biennial, aimed at a 
specific target audience and/or closed groups.
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In this sense, artistic interventions are part of a fast-paced and activist action in order 
to change the world, to act and to put Art at the centre of everything, as a lever for 
the construction of a better present and future. We are waiting for your proposals!


